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DETAILED ACTION 



1 This action is responsive to communications: Request for Reconsideration filed on 
7/07/03. 

2. Claims 1-24 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 8, 10, 15, 20, 21, and 23 are independent 
claims. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings filed on 12/23/99 are objected to as indicated in the attached PTO-948 
form. Formal corrected drawings can be filed at allowance. 

Claim Rejections -35USC§103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shell et 
aL (USPN 6,339, 780 Bl - filed on 05/1997) in view of Guck (USPN 5,911,776 - filed on 
12/1996). 

Regarding independent claim 1, Shell et al. (Shell) discloses: 

A method for composing a computer message, said method comprising the steps of: 
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(a) presenting a message area for entry of an unformatted message and a message format 
selector for selecting an output format from a plurality of formats (Shell on col. 4, lines 24-49 
and col. 6, lines 8-13: teaches a content viewing area for the display of content which can be 
simple text (unformatted) and wherein content can be formatted for presentation from selecting a 
format from a group Of formats). 

However, Shell does not explicitly disclose "message composition" and "converting said 
unformatted message to form a formatted message with format tags of said one of said output 
formats". 

Guck on col. 6, lines 29-37, lines 49-64 and col. 9, lines 19-30: teaches creating messages 
and reformatting messages by converting messages from one format to another format. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Guck into Shell to provide a way to create messages and 
reformat messages by converting messages from one format to another format, as taught by 
Guck, incorporated into the selection of a format from a group of formats, as taught by Shell, in 
order to efficiently enable the text created by an author to be converted to other formats suitable 
for other client users. 

Regarding dependent claims 2, 11, and 16, Shell discloses: 

wherein said message formats include SGML and book manager script (Shell on col. 6, 
lines 8-13: teaches a SGML and script). 
Regarding dependent claims 3, 12, and 17, Shell discloses: 

wherein said message formats further include formatted display (Shell on col. 4, lines 24- 
49: teaches content viewing area for formatted data). 
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Regarding dependent claims 4, 13, and 18, Shell discloses: 

wherein computer instructions for steps (a) and (b) are implemented in Java script (Shell 
on col. 6, lines 8-13: teaches Java script). 
Regarding dependent claims 5, 14, and 19, Guck discloses: 

wherein said unformatted message is a first unformatted message, said formatted message 
is a first formatted message, said message area further includes a formatted display area and 
wherein step (a) further presents a second message area (Shell on col. 4, lines 24-49 and col. 6, 
lines 8-13: teaches content viewing area to display content which can be in one format such as 
simple text (unformatted) or can select a formatted data for display such as SGML, Javascript 
(formatted)); further comprising: 

c) in response to entry of a second unformatted message into said second message 
composition area, converting said unformatted message to form a formatted message with format 
tags of said one of said output formats (Guck on col. 6, lines 29-37, lines 49-64 and col. 9, lines 
19-30: teaches creating messages and reformatting messages by converting messages from one 
format to another format); and 

(d) presenting said first and second formatted messages as a concatenated complete 
message for display in said formatted message display area (Shell on col. 4, lines 24-49 and col. 
6, lines 8-13: teaches data formatted for presentation on viewing area). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Guck into Shell to provide a way to create messages and 
reformat messages by converting messages from one format to another format, as taught by 
Guck, incorporated into the selection of a format from a group of formats, as taught by Shell, in 
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order to efficiently enable the text created by an author to be converted to other formats suitable 
for other client users. 

Regarding dependent claim 6, Guck discloses: 

further comprising: (e) editing said first and second formatted messages in said formatted 
message display area, if needed; and (f) sending a copy of said formatted message to a computer 
message file (Guck on col. 6, lines 29-37, lines 49-64 and col. 7, lines 6-10: teaches creating and 
reformatting messages to be sent to the recipient). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Guck into Shell to provide away to create messages and 
reformat messages by converting messages from one format to another format, as taught by 
Guck, incorporated into the selection of a format from a group of formats, as taught by Shell, in 
order to efficiently enable the text created by an author to be converted to other formats suitable 
for other client users. 

Regarding dependent claims 7 and 9, Shell discloses: 

wherein said first and second composition areas and said formatted message display area 
are formed in a template that is presented on a web page, and wherein steps (e) and (f) are 
performed via said web page (Shell on col. 4, lines 9-14, lines 24-49 and col. 6, lines 8-13: 
teaches web page to be displayed with formatted data content). 
Regarding independent claim 8, Shell discloses: 

A method of message composition for a computer message file, said method comprising: 

(a) presenting a message display area (Shell on col. 4, lines 24-49 and col. 6, lines 8-13: 
teaches content viewing area); 



Application/Control Number: 09/47 1 ,429 Pa 8 e 6 

Art Unit: 2176 

(b) obtaining a formatted message from said computer message file (Shell on col. 4, lines 
9-14 and lines 24-49: teaches accessing a resource from the Internet for display); 

(c) entering said formatted message in said message display area (Shell on col. 4, lines 
24-49 and col. 6, lines 8-13: teaches content is inserting in the content viewing area). 

However, Shell does not explicitly disclose "editing said formatted message to form a 
revised formatted message" and "providing said revised message to said computer message file". 

Guck on col. 6, lines 29-37, lines 49-64 and col. 7, lines 6-10: teaches creating and 
reformatting messages to be sent to the recipient; the text of a document or message can be 

displayed for review). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Guck into Shell to provide a way to create and reformat 
messages and the document or message can be displayed for review, as taught by Guck, 
incorporated into content viewing area of displayed content to select a format from a group of 
formats for presentation, as taught by Shell, in order to efficiently enable the text created by an 
author to be converted to other formats suitable for other client users. 
Regarding independent claim 10, Shell discloses: 
A computer comprising: 

a web page for presentation on an Intranet or an Internet (Shell on col. 4, lines 9-14, lines 
24-49, see figure 4: teaches web page as the resource accessed from the Internet); 

(a) presenting a message area for entry of an unformatted message and a message format 
selector for selecting an output format from a plurality of formats (Shell on col. 4, lines 24-49 
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and col. 6, lines 8-13: teaches content viewing area for the display of content can be viewed in 
simple text (unformatted) or a format selected from a group of formats (formatted)). 

However, Shell does not explicitly disclose "composition of computer messages" and 
"converting said unformatted message to form a formatted message with format tags of said one 

of said output formats". 

Guck on col. 6, lines 29-37, lines 49-64 and col. 9, lines 19-30: teaches creating messages 
and reformatting messages by converting messages from one format to another format. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Guck into Shell to provide a way to create messages and 
reformat messages by converting messages from one format to another format, as taught by 
Guck, incorporated into the selection of a format from a group of formats, as taught by Shell, in 
order to efficiently enable the text created by an author to be converted to other formats suitable 
for other client users. 

Regarding independent claim 15, Shell discloses: 

A memory media for a computer, said memory media comprising: 

means for controlling said computer message creator program that performs the 

following steps: 

(a) presenting a message area for entry of an unformatted message and a message format 
selector for selecting an output format from a plurality of formats (Shell on col. 4, lines 24-49 
and col. 6, lines 8-13: teaches content viewing area for the display of content can be viewed in 
simple text (unformatted) or a format selected from a group of formats (formatted)). 
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However, Shell does not explicitly disclose "message composition" and "converting said 
unformatted message to form a formatted message with format tags of said one of said output 

formats". 

Guck on col. 6, lines 29-37, lines 49-64 and col. 9, lines 19-30: teaches creating messages 
and reformatting messages by converting messages from one format to another format. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Guck into Shell to provide a way to create messages and 
reformat messages by converting messages from one format to another format, as taught by 
Guck, incorporated into the selection of a format from a group of formats, as taught by Shell, in 
order to efficiently enable the text created by an author to be converted to other formats suitable 
for other client users. 

Regarding independent claim 20, Shell discloses: 

A method for composing a computer message, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) presenting a message area for entry of an unformatted message, a formatted message 
display area and a message format selector for selecting an output format from a plurality of 
formats (Shell on col. 4, lines 24-49 and col. 6, lines 8-13 : teaches content viewing area for the 
display of content can be viewed in simple text (unformatted) or a format selected from a group 

of formats (formatted)); 

(c) presenting said formatted message for display in said formatted message display area 
(Shell on col. 4, lines 24-49 and col. 6, lines 8-13: teaches data formatted for presentation on 

viewing area). 
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However, Shell does not explicitly disclose "message composition" and "converting said 
unformatted message to form a formatted message with format tags of said one of said output 

formats". 

Guck on col. 6, lines 29-37, lines 49-64 and col. 9, lines 19-30: teaches creating messages 
and reformatting messages by converting messages from one format to another format. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Guck into Shell to provide a way to create messages and 
reformat messages by converting messages from one format to another format, as taught by 
Guck, incorporated into the selection of a format from a group of formats, as taught by Shell, in 
order to efficiently enable the text created by an author to be converted to other formats suitable 
for other client users. 

Regarding independent claim 21, Shell discloses: 

A method for composing a computer message, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving an unformatted message from a user and (b) selecting one output format for 

said message from a plurality of output formats (Shell on col. 4, lines 24-49 and col. 6, lines 8- 

13: teaches content viewing area for the display of content can be viewed in simple text 

(unformatted) or a format selected from a group of formats (formatted)). 

However, Shell does not explicitly disclose "converting said unformatted message to a 

formatted message having an output format selected in step b) and including format tags of said 

one of said output formats". 

Guck on col. 6, lines 29-37, lines 49-64 and col. 9, lines 19-30: teaches creating messages 
and reformatting messages by converting messages from one format to another format. 
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I, would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Guck into Shell to provide a way to create messages and 
reformat messages by converting messages from one format to another forma,, as taught by 
Guck, incorporated into the selection of a format from a group of formats, as taught by Shell, in 
order ,„ efficiently enable the text created by an author to be converted to other formats su,,able 
for other client users. 

Regarding dependent claim 22, Guck discloses: 

(d) displaying said formatted message for user review (Guck on col. 7, lines 6-10: teaches 
text of a document or message can be displayed for review) . 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Guck into Shell to provide a way to create and reformat 
messages and the document or message can be displayed for review, as taught by Guck, 
incorporated into content viewing area of displayed content to select a format from a group of 
formats for presentation, as taught by Shell, m order to efficiently enable the text created by an 
author to be converted to other formats suitable for other client users. 
Regarding independent claim 23, Shell discloses 

A memory media controlling a computer to compose a computer message, said memory media 
comprising: 

(a) means for controlling said computer to receive an unformatted message from a user, 
and (b) means responsive to a user input to control said computer to select one output format for 
said message from a plurality of output formats (Shell on col. 4, lines 24-49 and col. 6, lines 8- 
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13: teaches content viewing area for the display of content can be viewed in simple text 
(unformatted) or a format selected from a group of formats (formatted)). 

However, Shell does not explicitly disclose "convert said unformatted message to a 
formatted message having an output format selected in step b) and including format tags of said 

one of said output formats". 

Guck on col. 6, lines 29-37, lines 49-64 and col. 9, lines 19-30: teaches creating messages 
and reformatting messages by converting messages from one format to another format. 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Guck into Shell to provide a way to create messages and 
reformat messages by converting messages from one format to another format, as taught by 
Guck, incorporated into the selection of a format from a group of formats, as taught by Shell, in 
order to efficiently enable the text created by an author to be converted to other formats suitable 
for other client users. 

Regarding dependent claim 24, Guck discloses: 

(d) means for controlling said computer to display said formatted message for user 
review (Guck on col. 7, lines 6-10: teaches the text of a document or message can be displayed 
for review). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified Guck into Shell to provide a way to create and reformat 
messages and the document or message can be displayed for review, as taught by Guck, 
incorporated into content viewing area of displayed content to select a format from a group of 
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formats for presentation, as taught by Shell, in order to efficiently enable the text created by an 
author to be converted to other formats suitable for other client users. 



6. Applicant's arguments filed 7/07/03 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Regarding applicant's remarks on pages 3 and 4: 

Shell does disclose "presenting a message area for entry of an unformatted message", on 
col. 4, lines 24-49 and col. 6, lines 8-13: teaches a content viewing area for the display of textual 
content, in other words, the display of simple text (unformatted) not as a hyperlink (formatted) 
can be displayed. 

Guck also discloses "unformatted message" on page 6, lines 10-28: teaches a file can be 
stored in a more generic format such as plain ASCII text (unformatted). 
Regarding applicant's remarks on page 4: 

Shell does disclose "a message format selector for selecting an output format from a 
plurality of formats, col. 6, lines 8-13: teaches wherein content can be formatted for presentation 
from selecting a type of format from a group of formats. 

Guck also discloses "selecting an output format from a plurality of formats", on col. 6, 
lines 10-28:. teaches the author may user Microsoft Word format or SGML or HTML or other 
types of formats. 

Regarding applicant's remarks on page 5: 



Response to Arguments 
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Guck does disclose "converting unformatted message", on col. 6, lines 29-37, lines 49-64 
and col. 9, lines 19-30: teaches reformatting messages by converting messages from one format 
to another format, in other words, a file can be stored as a plain ASCII text (col. 6, lines 23-28) 
and converted to a formatted filed (on col. 9, lines 19-30 - file or message converter). 

Regarding applicant's remarks on pages 5 and 6: 

Guck does disclose "editing said formatted message to form a revised formatted 
message" and "providing said revised message to said computer message file", on col. 6, lines 
29-37, lines 49-64 and col. 7, lines 6-10: teaches creating and reformatting messages to be sent to 
the recipient; the text of a document or message can be displayed for review, the user-author can 
review a displayed message and might want the textual/RTF message to go to a graphics or 
picture format (see Figure 2A). 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 

policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 

date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Almari Yuan whose telephone number is (703) 305-5945. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mondays - Fridays (8:30am - 5:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (703) 305-9792. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 



AY 

September 17, 2003 



•^SANJIV SHAH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



